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Sala Udin

COUNCILMAN - DISTRICT 6, CITY OF PITTSBURGH

CHAIRMAN, PLANNING, ZONING AND LAND USE

URBAN REDEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY BOARD OF DIRECTORS

October 6, 2005

Friends of August Wilson

Dear Friends:

Much like the dramatic sweeps of August’s Pittsburgh Cycle, August notified us that he was dying and had only a few months to live. And so, as we prepared for the heartbreak to come somewhere around the end of the year, August checks out one month later!

And in grand threatrical style, August left instructions for every detail of his funeral, including a request that the funeral procession snake through the Hill District before taking him to his final resting place, here in Pittsburgh. Isn’t that just like August? I know he had that wide grin on his face as he dictated these instructions to Constanza.

Well, I think we should honor his request in grand fashion. We should have people along the route of the procession, with signs saying “We love you, August,” or whatever we want to say as his procession takes its final bow.  We should throw flowers. We should wave pictures of August. It should be one grand finale.

The significant locations should be:

· Freedom Corner (Centre and Crawford)

· New Granada Theatre (Centre and Devilliers)

· Centre and Kirkpatrick Intersection

· Leo Weil School, Home of Black Horizons Theatre

· West’s Funeral Home (Wylie near Kirkpatrick)

· Eddie’s Restaurant (Wylie and Kirkpatrick)

· Crawford Grill (Wylie and Elmore)

· Former Carnegie Library (Wylie and Devilliers)

· Pan Fried Fish (Wylie, near Robert)

· August’s Place of Birth (1727 Bedford)

If you are willing to participate, please call me at 412-255-2134, or on my cell phone, 412-600-6090.
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